The “Other” Lord’s Prayer
Luke 11:1-6
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When
He finished, one of his disciples said to Him,
"LORD, teach us to pray, just as John taught his
disciples." He said to them, "When you pray, say:
"'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, for we also forgive all our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation.'"

Πάτερ, ἁγιασθήτω τὸ ὄνομά σου· ἐλθέτω ἡ

βασιλεία σου· τὸν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τὸν ἐπιούσιον
δίδου ἡμῖν τὸ καθ’ ἡμέραν· καὶ ἄφες ἡμῖν τὰς
ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν, καὶ γὰρ αὐτοὶ ἀφίομεν παντὶ
ὀφείλοντι ἡμῖν· καὶ μὴ εἰσενέγκῃς ἡμᾶς εἰς
πειρασμόν.

Old Testament Titles for God
Yahweh (YHWH)
Most High

El/God

Elohim/God (pl.)

Mighty One of Jacob

Adonai/Lord

Everlasting

Almighty

“Our Father”
Jesus introduced the term “Father” to the
Church.
~St. John Chrysostom
“Men can dare, “with boldness and without
condemnation” to call upon the “heavenly God”
with the name of “Father” only when they are
made worthy to do so by Christ.”

“Our Father”
In the early church, the Lord’s Prayer was taught only
to the baptized members of the church.
If the people speaking the words “Our Father” were
not truly adopted children of God, their declaration
made them usurpers of a relationship that they were
unworthy of or without the power to claim. They were
like slaves claiming to be princes or princesses.

“who art in heaven”
ὁ ἐν τοῖς ουρανοῖς
literally “He who is in the heavens,” means that
He is everywhere and over all things.
To say that the Father is “in the heavens” means that
He is not tied down or limited to any one location—as
were the gods of the Gentiles or the Jews.

“The heavens” encompass the earth. Saying this
means that He transcends all things and yet is present
to all.

“who art in heaven”
ὁ ἐν τοῖς ουρανοῖς

“hallowed be thy Name”
ἁγιασθήτω τό ὄνομα Σου
literally “may Your Name be sanctified”
God is holy in and of Himself but this affirms that
even His Name should be held in honor as holy.
By honoring, sanctifying, and invoking His Name, we
bring honor, holiness, and God Himself into our midst.

“hallowed be thy Name”
ἁγιασθήτω τό ὄνομα Σου
literally “may Your Name be sanctified”
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11

In the New Testament, God gives Jesus the “name
which is above every name” and in making the name
of the Father holy, Christians do so in the name of His
Son.

“thy Kingdom come”
ἐλθέτω ἡ Βασιλεία Σου
literally “let your Kingdom come”
Some Christians want the world to end so that God’s
Kingdom would fill all creation with divine glory and
life.
The last prayer in the Scriptures “Come Lord Jesus:
Maranatha!” (Rev 22.20) is the call for the final
appearance of the Lord.

“thy Kingdom come”
ἐλθέτω ἡ Βασιλεία Σου
literally “let your Kingdom come”
The church fathers usually understood it as an
invocation of the Holy Spirit to dwell in God’s people.

Saint Gregory of Nyssa says that there was another
reading for this petition which said “Thy Holy Spirit
come upon us and cleanse us.” He says, as the
scriptures say, that the presence of the Holy Spirit in
us is the presence of Christ and the Kingdom of God.

“thy Kingdom come”
ἐλθέτω ἡ Βασιλεία Σου
literally “let your Kingdom come”

The seal of the Holy Spirit on men’s hearts is
the pledge and guarantee of the Kingdom of
God still to come in all power and glory.
The Church expresses the coming of the
Kingdom through Chrismation which is a
recreation of Pentecost, the Birthday of the
Church, the Kingdom of God on earth.

“thy Kingdom come”
ἐλθέτω ἡ Βασιλεία Σου
literally “let your Kingdom come”
For the Kingdom of God is . . . righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14.17).

. . . it is God who establishes us with you in Christ . . .
He has put His seal upon us and given us His Spirit in
our hearts as a guarantee (2 Cor 1.22).

“thy Kingdom come”
ἐλθέτω ἡ Βασιλεία Σου
literally “let your Kingdom come”
In Him . . . you were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it to the praise of His glory.

. . . do not grieve the Holy Spirit in whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption (Eph 1.13–14, 4.30).

“thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”
Γενηθήτω το θέλημά Σου ὡς ἐν
οὐρανῶ καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς.
literally “let your will be done as in heaven and upon
the earth”
Romans 12:2
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God's will is his good, pleasing and perfect will.

“Not My will but Thy will be done.”

“thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”
There is just one main purpose of prayer, say the
spiritual teachers: to keep God’s commandments so as
not to sin. This leads to deification and divine sonship
with Christ.
The other side of this prayer is that we should be
seeking His will and conforming ourselves to His will.
This is, perhaps, the most difficult thing to do: let
someone else control our lives.

“thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”
“The only thing that God demands of us
mortals is that we do not sin. But this . . . is
merely keeping intact the image and rank we
possess by nature. Clothed thus in the radiant
garment of the Spirit, we abide in God and He
in us; through grace we become gods and sons
of God and are illumined by the light of His
knowledge.” ~Saint Symeon the New
Theologian, 10th century

“thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”
By obeying the
will of God, we
begin to establish
the Kingdom of
God within
ourselves and
that Kingdom
comes with
power.

“thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”
To pray “Thy will be done” according to the spiritual
teachers, is a daring and dangerous act. This is so, first
of all, because when one makes this prayer, he must be
ready, like Christ, to follow where it leads.

The second reason is because the devil ferociously
attacks the person who prays. Those who choose to
follow God are always tormented and tempted harder
than any other who simply follows an ungodly way.

“Give us this day our daily bread”
Τὸν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τὸν ἐπιούσιον δὸς ἡμῖν
σήμερον.
literally “Your
bread, the
supersubstantial
one, give us
today.”

“Give us this day our daily bread”
literally “Your bread, the supersubstantial one,
give us today.”

The Supersubstantial Bread is none other than Jesus
Christ Himself for He sustains us both physically and
spiritually. The Orthodox insist on leavened bread for
various reasons, among them being the idea of filling
us up physically.

Ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ ἄρτος τῆς ζωῆς.
I am the [leavened] bread of life.

“Give us this day our daily bread”
literally “Your bread, the supersubstantial one,
give us today.”
John 6:31-33

“Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it
is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”
Jesus said to them, “I assure you: Moses didn’t give
you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you
the real bread from heaven. For the bread of God is
the One who comes down from heaven and gives life
to the world.”

“Give us this day our daily bread”

"But you, O Bethlehem
Ephrathah, though you are
little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of you
shall come forth to Me the
One to be ruler in Israel,
whose going forth has
been from of old, from
everlasting" (Micah 5:2).

“Give us this day our daily bread”

Bethlehem means “House of Bread”

“Give us this day our daily bread”

The earliest form of Christian worship, the first “gettogethers” for Christians before the first books of the
Bible were even written, centered around the Lord’s
Supper, having a literal supper and remembering what
Christ had done both at the Mystical Supper and on
Holy Friday/Pascha.

“Give us this day our daily bread”
This can be understood in a few different ways:

1) It is literal bread. The Church should be involved in the
feeding of people in a literal way as well as spiritual.
2) It is the Holy Eucharist. Εὐχαριστία means
“thanksgiving” or “something offered graciously.”
3) It is also the Word of God, i.e., His message
a) It may also be a message antithetical to Christ’s.
Matthew 16:12 talks about the message of the
Pharisees and Sadducees being like leaven.

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us”
Καὶ ἄφες ἡμῖν τὰ ὀφειλήματα ἡμῶν,
ὡς καὶ ἡμεῖς ἀφίεμεν τοῖς ὀφειλέταις ἡμῶν.
literally “And let loose for us our debts as we also let
loose our debtors.”

Καὶ ἄφες ἡμῖν τὰ ὀφειλήματα ἡμῶν, ὡς καὶ ἡμεῖς
ἀφίεμεν τοῖς ὀφειλέταις ἡμῶν·
ἀφίημι – Ι let loose, set forth, discharge, set free

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against
us”

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against
us”

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us”

Notice that the desire for forgiveness is in the
plural just as the whole prayer is in the plural.
We move forward and backward together with
the Church. As the Church goes, we go. This
is why it is so important to support its growth.

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us”
The “debts” here are clearly spiritual/moral
debts, i.e., sins, whatever we have done to
throw off the perfect balance between ourselves
and others.
Orthodox Christians believe that we are forgiven ceremonially
and spiritually through the sacraments and even “sacramentals”
like Agiasmos, antidoron, and other times when we approach
Christ but that does not preclude us from praying personally or
taking a personal inventory for our forgiveness as well.

St. Nikon the Metanoeite
November 26

St. Iakovos Who Asked Forgiveness

“And forgive our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us”
If we believe in Christ and why He died, We
need to have a better consciousness of our own
sin. Christ came, suffered, and died for this
reason: “to condemn sin in His flesh.”
“For what the law was powerless to do because it was
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in the flesh.” Romans 8:3

“And lead us not into temptation”
Καὶ μὴ εἰσενέγκῃς ἡμᾶς εἰς πειρασμόν
literally “And lead us not into temptation.”

The most commonly asked question is:
Does God lead us into temptation?
No. God, however, allows temptation.

The story of Abraham and his son, Isaac,
illustrates the point well. God uses the
“temptation” to sin against his own son as a way
of proving his faith. Today, because of that
event, Abraham remains not only the example of
obedience but of pure faith.

“And lead us not into temptation”
Temptation does not come from God, but comes from
the devil’s use of our own sinful desires.
It’s in the Bible!

“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted
by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does
He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed.” ~James 1:13-15

“And lead us not into temptation”

Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin.”
Jeremiah 17:10 “I, the LORD, search the heart and test
the mind, to give every man according to his ways,
according to the fruit of his deeds.”

“And lead us not into temptation”

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that
you may be able to endure it.
Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”

“And lead us not into temptation”
The Church, because of its long history and perspective,
emphasizes sin because it has seen the effects of it.
Lives, families, communities, and countries have been
devastated and destroyed sometimes by the sin of only a
few people: Nazi Germany, North Korea, Syria,
Afghanistan, Iraq to name a few in the past 100 years.
And all of it is brought on by a temptation to think
that we are greater than we truly are.

“And lead us not into temptation”

Those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and
destruction. ~1 Timothy 6:9

“And lead us not into temptation”

Sin is more than a transgression of a code; it is a
breaking of our covenant relationship with God
that distorts life itself.
Sin is the distortion, and whether it is an act
visible on the outside or one of heart and
motivation, the relationship with God is
damaged because all sin is against Him.

“but deliver us from evil.”
Ἀλλὰ ῥῦσαι ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ τοῦ πονηροῦ.
Literally: but deliver us from the evil one.
Ρύομαι – Το draw away from danger, save, or deliver

Ο Πονηρός – Someone who is bad, wicked,
worthless, or cowardly
Η Πονηρία – A bad state, wickedness, worthlessness,
or cowardice

“but deliver us from evil.”
Literally: but deliver us from the evil one.
Here, Jesus, in His way, emphasizes the fact that
temptation and sin is the product of the devil and that
deliverance and salvation are from God.

In a way, this is the ultimate prayer of the Christian: to
simply be delivered from the evil one. For those who
have been able to overcome temptations, their lives are
filled with joy, fullness, and love.

“For Yours is the Kingdom and
the power and the glory forever.”
Ὅτι σοῦ ἐστιν ἡ βασιλεία καὶ ἡ δύναμις
καὶ ἡ δόξα εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας.
Just as we stated with the previous expression that God
is our deliverer, we state that the Kingdom of God, the
power and the glory also belong to Him.
This is a doxological proclamation – a statement offering
glory (doxa) to God.
It is characteristic of most prayers in the Orthodox
Church.

